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Clay: The Princess and the Snowbird

Harrison, Mette Ivie. The Princess and the Snowbird. HarperCollins, 2009. ISBN
9780061553172. $17.99. 240 p.
Reviewer: Laurien Clay
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Fantasy fiction; Adventure stories;
Subject: Fairy tales; Magic--Juvenile fiction; Human-animal communication--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Liva, the daughter of Richon and Chala and inheritor of their aur-magic, continues their
quest to save the pure aur-magic after their deaths at the hands of the Hunter, a human bent on
conserving the corruption of tehr-magic and destroying aur-magic. Along the way, Liva meets
and is drawn to the outcast Jens, a young man without either magic. Together with the aid of the
last snowbird--the guardian of the aur-magic--they find a way to preserve aur-magic and thus
save humanity.
This sequel to Harrison's The Princess and the Bear tells yet another brilliant and earthconscious tale that delves deeply into human nature, as well as realistically portrays the mindsets
of both good and evil in the characters of Liva, Jens, and the Hunter. While the characters are
realistic and the plot is generally well-paced, the last few chapters seem a bit rushed. Moreover,
there is no comparison or reference to the previous magics of the prior books, so it leaves the
reader a bit confused. However, this tale stands well enough on its own and earns the author yet
another recommendation. Mette Ivie Harrison received Honorable Mention in the Young Adult
Literature category from the Association for Mormon Letters in both 2004 and 2007 for her
works, Mira, Mirror and The Princess and the Hound.
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